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CONNECTICUT A. S. CONVENTION. 
A Convention of delegates from differ-

ent towns of Connecticut, assembled in the 
City Hall, in Hartford, Feb. 28, 1886, to 
organize a State Anti-Slavery Society. 
The call under which the Convention met, 
was as follows:— 

** The undersigned invite all the citizcns 
of Connecticut friendly to the immediate 
emancipation of the slaves of pur^jountfy, 
lo Bend del(5]gafes to a Convention to be held 
at Hartford, on Wednesday, the 28 h of 
February, 1838, in order to form a STATE 
ANTI-SLAVERYSOCIETY. Individuals 
in this State, and from other States, holding 
the principles of Anti-Slavery Societies, 
are also invited to attend tiie Convention. 

Abolitionists in this State, and gentlemen 
from other States, friendly to theanti sla-
very cause, wer® invited to take seats in 
the Convention. The following names 
were then enrolled: 

HARTFORD COVNTV. 
flbrf/orrf. 

Daniel Burgcti, 
I M. Uunce, 
Ira Wabitor, 
iohn A. Smith, 

itiiriSf^^ pmVr!,' * 
A. Montrredy, 
Wuodbridge Bodtvell, 
Horneo E. Goodwin, 
James B. Goiidwiti, 
Bev. I. N. Sprngue, 

" Jnci Hawei, 
H. L. Bidwell, 
iSelab Treat, 
I. W. BliM, 
Isaac I. Spnrrr. 
Rev Jiihn N'. Ma «• We propose the formation of a State Daiid'siaVsĥ îi""̂  

•ciety, that our influenco may be more ! George Wiib. rfirce Prince. 
Avon. 

Society, that our mtluenco may 
efficient, and that the great cause in which 
we are engaged, may be carried on with } KchS^T'^' 
more energy. Kensington. 

" We believe we have a right, and that MUo Hotchki»«. 
it is our duty, to do all th.it we can, con- Briiatn. 
sistently with the Constitution and laws, to paTaK' 
abolish slavery in our land: we enter-
tain no Ui«pian project of ' letting loose* 
all the slaves: but we propose to have 
them placed under equal and just laws; to 
deliver them from the yoke of oppression, 
and give them liberty. 

" We believe the sys'em of slavery in 
our country ought to be abolished, because 
it is fraught with evil to the slave and the 
slaveholder; and we believe it can be done, 
because it has been done in other coun-
tries, not only without injury, but with posi-
tive good to all parties. We believe it 
ought to be done, because it is wrong in it-
self: contrary to human rights: and con-! S a m u e i s Caae, ' 
trary to the spirit of the Bible. 

Eli B. Smiih, 
Alfred Andrews. 
BlishaMix, 
E. B. Lewis, 
Norman Hart , 
Ira Stanley. Jr . , 
David W. Whittlesey, 

i Thomia Stanley. 
Bloomfield. 

David N. Brown, 
Jamei B. Waterman. 

Briitof. 
Rev. Ha'vey Husteil, 
Newel Byington, 
Rev. Francis Ilawley. 

Burlington. 
Rev. Erastas Scranton. 

Canton. 
Norman N. Btdwell, 
Rev. Jairus Burt, 

pr. 
W. C. Humphrey. 

East Hartford. 
Elias C. Scott, 
James Caae, 

" We believe that a state of things which 
forbids the reading of the Bible; which 
deprives men of property in themselves; 
wtiich does not recognize the institution of EiamChapin. 
marriage; which is continually rending i Elijah T̂ uTLT"" 
asunder the most tender lies; and the ha- Daniel Buck, 
bitual tendency of which is to degrade sô Vmon cowî s, ad. 
men to the condition of brutes, ought to be 
changed immediately. i s X e i bemTng,' 

" Wo know that we have no power, and 
no right to abrogate the laws of the slave-
holding States; and we disclaim it. We 
do not propose to the slave, to arise, and 
vindicate his rights; but we propose the 
only course which will prevent it. 

" The only means we wish to use are a 
moral influence; a concentration of public 
opinion ; a diffusion of light and knowledge 
on the subject; which will convince and 
persuade our southern brethren that it is 
not only right for them to free the slaves, 
but that the best interests of our country 
require it.'' 

This call was signed by about 2000 per. 
sons, nearly all of whom were legal voters. 

Hon. PHILIP PEARL, ol Hampton, was 
chosen Chairman pro, tern., and Thomas 
Kinne, Jr., of Norwich, Secretary pro. tern. 
Prayer was then offered by Rev. Dr. 
Hawes, of Hartford. ' A n w <wu 

A committee to nominate officers for the i 
Convention, reported as follows: 

FOR PRESIDENT. 
Hon. Edwards Clarke, of Wiodham. 

FOR VICE PRESIDENTS. 
Hon. PhUip Pearl, ofHampton, 
Ckas. Skermaa, Esq., of Soffield, 
Dr. Isaac JenBiBg>,of Deiby, 
Feuner Bash, Esq., of Meridea, 
C«eo. Read, Esq., of Deep River, 
Hon. George Skarpe. of Pomfret, 
Roger Mills, Esq.* New Hartford, 
Natn O. Kellogg, Esq., of Yemoa. 

r O E SBCRETABIBS. 
R«v. Harrey Hasted, of Bristol, 
Ckristopker C. CoMstoek, N. Loadoa, 
George B* Riptoff Norwich. 

A. F. Williams, 
Richard Cowlos, 
William H. Starr. 
Asa Hawley, 
Daniel Woodruff, 
John T. Norton, 
Seiah Richards, 
Thomas Cowlcs, 
Chaunccy D. Cowles, 
Henry C. Bull, 
David Hawley. 

South Glatttnlmry. 
Rev. George May. 

Eatt Winiior. 
Windsor Ward, 
Moses Palmer, 
Frank Grant. 
E. Windtor Hill, (Tktol. Sem.) 
Joel L Dickinson, 
Lemuel Leonard, 
Lemuel Pomroy. 

UoMchMter. 
Horace Pitkin, 
H. B. Gardner. 

Simibury. 
Aagufctus R. Case. 

SuJ/UM. 
Joaiah McWhinnta. 

Windsor 

W'«f« Hartford. 
Henry B. Porter, 
John Porter, 3d, 
Oliver S. Elmar. 

Herman Hough, 
Fenner Bush, 
Rev. Arthur Granger. 

Milford. 
William Fenn, 
Noah Kelsey. 

J?EW tONtOff COUNTV. 
i f m London. 

Erafitus Denison, 
ChiiUopherC. Comstocli. 
Douglass W. Harn.!, 
William Bolle«, 
Rev. Calvin Phileo, 
Luke »V. Rogers, 

ISeabury Rogers, 
lAbraham Gordon, 
' S .B . Bailey, 
|Gile:i Dart. 
I i'ncaivilU. 
' R«v. Aii«on Gleason. 
j Montvil/r. 
'Reuben Palmer, 
lE. H. Palmer, 
, I. L. Turner. 
' yongirh. 
iEUsha H. ManHfi' ld, 
I Thomas Kinne, Jr . , 
I yonoich Cily. 
George B. Ripley. 

' WINDHAM COVXp-. 
I Brooklyn. 
I George W. Benson, 
I Nathan Wit ter . 
; Rev. Tiiomas Huutingtun. 

Ashford. 
Tliomas C. Hayward. 

Eaatford. 
Willaid Lyon, 
Rev Erastus Benton, 
James IIowc, 
Benjamin Bosworth, 
Joseph Palmer, Jr., 
James H. Worli. 

Central VilloBe. 
William Stevens. 

Chaplin. 
J. C. Martin. 

Hampton. 
Jonathan Clark, 
Philip Pearl, 
i Plainjitld. 
iCyrus M. Burleigh, 

Abington. 
George Sharpe, 
Robert D. Sharpe, 
Rev. N. S. Hunt. 

WiUimanUc. 
Joseph D. Fi teh. 
Samuel L.Hill. 

North Woodflock. 
Albert G. Kendall. 

NEW H-WEN COUNTV. 
f f e v Hmttn. 

Thomas WiUiamt, 
P«t«r Oribom, 
Amos TowDMnd, Jr. 

YtUCoUtfe. 
Henry S. Clark, 
Horac* Oajr. 

Dtrbi. 
Isaac Jeaniogt . 

MtrHtn. 
Julios Pratt , 
Jo l i iwYa l t . 
Hariow latoll 
Jo lwYal* , 
Wal t t r WaW>, 

ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. HARTFORD. [1838. 
nmhetltr (Centtt.) 

Silas U. McAlphin. 
Wokottille. 

Lauren Watmore. 

MIDnLtfsliX Ô UNTV. 
Mtddletown. 

Robert fl.Pairchild, 
Rev. Cd«r. R. Tyler, 
Nath%ii Condot, 
Bbennter Oe Forest, 
BeT. David Plumb, 
Eb^neicr Hoyes, 
S. W . Orl«weld, 

Rev. J . C. Btman, 
J . G. Baldwin, 
Samuel Condol, 
Zar Bunnel, 
Edmund Galpin, 
Edward Mize, 
I ia Gardner, 
CI)arle.sR. Miller, 
Lvman Clark, 
William Lyman. 

Wesltyan University. 
Lnnsing Purler, 
VV. L. W.ison, 
W. H. T. Barnes. 
Middletuun. {I'ppcr Houtes.) 
Richard Warner. 

Chester. 
Ely Wurner. 

Derp River. 
George Rend. 

TOl,t,AXD COUXTV. 
folland. 

Alviin Hibb.ird, 
Charles P. Hibbard, 
.Iohn ra i l ton , 
Austin Kibbee, 
E'iaha Stearns. 

Bolton. 
Lozi«n Fierce. 

Hebron . 
Rev. C. D. Rovers, 

" Jhnios Shepard, 
.tames M. Stanton. 

Hope Vallty. 
E. B. Culver, 
». S. Norton. 

Mamjield. 
Jabez Adams, 
J»hn Trumbull, 
Zaimon 

J e r v n a Bliss. 
Vernon. 

N. O. Kellogg, 
Allen Kellogg. 
George Kelloge. 
Nathaniel C. Warren. 

New York CiYy. 
James G. Birney, 
Ifenry B. Stanton, 
W. A.Tappan. 

Gretnwich, N. Y. 
Rev. Nathaniel Colver. 

Utica, N. r . 
Rev. George Storrs. 

Alton, Illinois. 
Owen Lovejoy. 

Quincy, Illinois. 
Richard Eell.s. 

Sondi-tfield, Mass. 
Caleh Birge. 

Boston, Mass. 
Rev. Giles Pease. 

Hudson, Ohio. 
Lucius Mills. 

The following persons were appointed a 
committee to arrange the business of the 
Convention. George W. Benson, E. R. 
Tyler, Henry B. Stanton, Nathaniel Col. 
ver, Austin F. Williams, James G. Birney, 
and Geo. B. Ripley. 

A constitution for a State Anti-Slavery 
Society was presented by the committee, 
and adopted, as follows : 

CONSTITUTION 
OF THK 

CON'NECTICUT ANTI-SLAVERt SOCIETY. 

LITCHriELD COUNTY. 
Barkhamsted. 

Orville Jones, 
Nelson Gilbert, 
William Stlllinan, 
Virgil Taylor. 

Colebrook. 
Joel Lewis, 
Peter Corbin. 

Xorth Goshen. 
ElishK Baldwin. 

Harwinton. 
Gaylord WelU, 
Rev. R. M. Chipman. 

Neu Hartford. 
Roger Mills, 
William Goodwin, J r . 

J^orfolk. 
Benjamin Welch. 

riymMth. 
Stephen G. Bucknall, 
John F Warner , 
Orlando Swift , 
La Fayet te Comstock, 

I Benedict Bull. 
; Salisbury. 
;G. W. sterling. 

Terryvitte. 
J. .C. Lewi*. 

Torringford 
Uriel Tut t le , 
Burton Pond, 
Pa leg E lmer . . 
William S. Baker, 
Mllo Burr, 
Thomas A. Millar, 
Daniel G. Humphray, 
John Lyman, 
Erasmus D. Hudaon, 
R. Rood. 

WtsMngton. 
Lawis A. Canftald, 
William Laavitt, 
John Gunn. 

Rev. J . W. Alvard, 
" DanialCoa, 

JoDathaa CM, 
W U I w d H o l m i . 
Ollvar Laomii. 

PREAMBLE. 

Whereas, The Most High God "hath 
made of one blood all nations of men, to 
dwell on all the face of the earth," and 
hath commanded them to love their neigh-
bors &s themselves; and whereas ojr na-
tional existence is based upon the principle, 
as recognised in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, "That all men are created equal, 
and that they are endowed by their Crea-
tor with certain inalienable rights, among 
which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness," and whereas after the lapse of 
more than sixty years, since the faith and 
honor of the American people was pledged 
to th^ avowal, before Almighty God and 
the world, nearly one-sixth part of the na-
tion are held in bondage by their fellow-
citizens ; and whereas, slavery is contrary 
to th» principles of natural justice, of our 
repujtiican form of government, and or the 
Chri^ian religion, and is destructive to the 
pros^rity of the country, while it is en-
dantering the peace, union, and liberties 
of tw States ; and whereas, we believe it 
the ^ty and interest of the masters imme-
diatwy to emancipate their slaves, and that 
no ssheme of expatriation, either volunta-
ry or by compulsion, can remove this great 
and increasing evil; and whereas we be-
lieve that it is practicable, by appeals to 
the ^nsciences, hearts and interests of the 
people, to awaken a public sentiment 
throughout the nation, that will be opposed 
to trie continuance of slavery in any part 
of tl^ republic, and by effecting the speedy 
abolition of slavery, prevent a general con* 
vulsifn; and whereat we believe we owe 
it to the oppressed, to our fellow.citicen8 
who hold slaves, to our whole country, to 

and to God, to do all that is law. 

Cq»»TITtJTIOK. 
ARTICLE I. This Society shall be called 

the Connecticut Anti Slavery Society; and 
shall e auxiliary to the American Anti-
Slavery Society. ' 

ART. 11. The object of this Society is 
the entire abolition of slavery in the United 
States. While it admits that each State in 
which slavery exist.s, has, by the Constitu-
tion of tlje Un te.d states, the ^exclt^ive 
righ\ 'o legislate in regard to its abolition 
in said Slate, if shall aim to convince all 
our fellow.citizens, by arguments address* 
ed to their understandings and consciences, , 
that slaveholding is a heinous sin in the . 
sight of God, and thai the duty, safety, and . 
best interests of all concerned, require its^ ^ 
immediate abandonment, without expatria> 
tion. The Society will also endeavor, in ) 
a constitutional way, to influence Congress ^ 
to put an end to the domestic slave trade, ^ • 
and to abolish sluvcry in all thoss portions 
of our common country which come under 
its control, esjiecially in the District of 
Columbia,—and likewise to prevent the ex-
tension of It to any stalts that may be here-
after admitted to the Union. 

ART. III. This Society shall aim to ele-
vate the character and condition of the 
3eople of color, by encouraging their intel-
ectual, moral, an l religious improvement, 

and by removing public prejudice, that 
thus they may, according to their intellec-
tual and moral worth, share sji equality 
with the whites, of civil and religious privi. 
leges; but this Society will never, in any 
way, countenance the oppressed in vindi-
cating their rights by resorting to physical 
force. 

ART. IV. Any person who consen's to 
the. principles of this Constitution, whp 
contributes to the funds of this Society, 
and is not a slaveholder, may become a 
member of this society, and shall be entitled 
to vote at the meetings. 

ART. V. Any Anri-Slavery association 
in this state, founded on the same pnnci-
pies, may become auxiliary to this Society. 
The officers of each auxiliary, shall be ex-
officio members of this Society, and entitled 
to deliberate and vote !n the transactions of 
its concerns. 

ART. VI. The officers of this Society 
shall be a President, Vice Presidents, a 
Secretary, a Treasurer and a Board of 
Managers, composed of the above. And not 
less than ten other members of the Society. 
They shall be annually elected, and five 
of them shall constitute a quorum. 

ART. VII. The Board of Managers shall 
annually elect an Executive Committee, 
who shall have power to enact their own 
by-laws, fill any vacancy in their body, 
employ agents, direct the Treasurer in the 
application o{ all moneys, and call special 
meetings of the Society. They sballl 
make arrangements for all meetings of 
the Society,make an annual report of their 
doings, the income, expenditures, and funds 
of the society, and in general, adopt the 
most energetic measures in their power to 
advance the objects of the Society. 

A R T . VIII. The President shall preside 
at all meetings of the Society, or in hit 
absence, one of the Vice Presidents, or in 
their absence, a President fro tern. The 
Secretary shall conduct the correspoa« 
dence ; notify all meetings of the Society, 
and of the executive commi<tee, and keep 
correct records of the same in separate 
books. The treasurer 8 >all collect the 

poatarity 
fully in our power to bring about the ex< 
tinction of slavery, we do hereby agrM, 
with a prayerful reliance on the Divintaid, 
to form ourselves into a society, to be gov. 
eroed by the foltowing 

subscriptions, make payment at tlie direc. 
tion of the Executive Committee, and pre-
sent a written and audited account to ac* 
company the annual re|>ort. 

A»T. IZ. The annud meeting of the 
Society shall be held on the Wedoeidax 
next suoceediDg tht wcood Thunday ia 

If 



i i l 
May, alternately at N e w Haven and (larU 
ford ; when the officers shall be chosen, 
the annual report read, appropriate address, 
e s delivered, and such other business trans-
acted as shall be deemed expedient. 

ART. X. This Constitution may be 
amended at any annual meeting of the So-
ciety, by a vote of two thirds of the mem-
bers present. 

T h e committee to prepare business, re-
ported the following persons for officers of 
the State Anti-Slavery Society, and they 
were chosen. 

President. 
JOHN T . NORTON, Esqr. , of Farmington. 

Vice Presidents. 
FRANCIS A . PERKINS, Esq . , o f Norwich, 
H O N . EDWARDS CLARKE, of Windham, 
H O N . PHILIP PEARL, of Hampton, 
JOKL H A WES, D . D. , of Hartford, . 
R E V . HENRY G . LUDLOW, of N e w Haven, 
ERASTOS LYMAN, Esq. , of Goshen, 

' CALVIN CHAPIN, D . D . of Rocky Hill, 
ROGER MILLS, Esq . , N e w Hartford, 
EBENEZER LEARNED, Esq, of N e w London, 
D . B . BRINSMADE, Esq. , of Washington, 
H O N . ZALMON STORRS, Mansfield, 
R E V . GEORGE C . SHEPHERD, of Stratford, 
H O N . GEORGE SHARPE, of Pomfref, 
PROF. JACOB F . HUBRR, of Wes ley an 

University, Middletown, 
R E V . JAIRUS BURT, Canton, 
R E V . AARON DUTTON, Guilford, 
LORRIN P. WALDO, Esq. , of Tolland, 
GEORGE P. TALMADGE, Esq, of Warren. 

Secretary. 
HORACE COWLES, Esq. , of Farmington. 

Treasurer. 
D A N I E L BURGESS, Esq. , of Hartford. 

Managers, 
A . F . WILLIAMS, of Farmington, 
R E V . E . R . TYLER, of Middletown, 
G E N . G E O C . WILSON, of N e w London, 
W M . BOLLES, of N e w London, 
AMOS TOWNSEND, Jr. Esq, of N e w Haven, 
GEORGE W . BENSON, of Brooklyn, 
W . H . COIT, Greenville, 
J . G . BALDWIN, Middleto\vn, 
GEORGE B . RIPLEY, Norwich City, 
W M . LYMAN, Middlefield, 
HORATIO W E B B , Windham, 
R E V . RICHARD M . CNIPMAN.of Harwinton, 
URIEL TUTTLE, Torringford. 

T h e Convention received a communica-
tion from the Common Council of this city, 
informing it that it could occupy the City 
Hall, only till 2 o'clock P . M. of this day. 

T h e Convention then adjourned to meet 
at Treat's Hotel, at 3 o'clock P. M. 

T h e Convention met according to ad-
journment. 

A committee was appointed to inform 
the civil authorities of this city, that v io . 
lence was threatened to the house where 
this convention was sitting, and to enquire 
whether protection might be expected in 
case of such violence. 

A committee was appointed to procure 
a place for the use of the Convention. 

T h e following resolution was reported, 
and aftoran address from James G. Birney, 
Esq . , was adopted. 

Resolved, That the North still feels interest 
enough in t h j freedom of speech and the press, 
in tb« right of petition, and in the personal 
security of her citizcns whilst they are at home 
or in the South, to call on the country to put 
an end to the system of slavery which has made 
war on them all. 

T h e committee appointed to wait upon 
the civil authorities of this city, reported 
that assurances of protection wore given 
by the mayor. 

Rev. N . Colver, and J. G . Birney, H . 
B . Stanton, D . Burgess, and P. Canfield, 
Esqs . , were appointed a committee to apply 
to the Common Council o f this city, fur 
the use of the City Hall, for this Conven-
tion. 

T h e Convention adjourned to meet at 
9 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Thursday morning. X h e Convention 
met accordm|( to adjouramenU Prayer by 
Rev . Mr. Chij^nuin, of Harwintoo. 

T h e following ro^lutjon, submitted by 
Mr. Benson, iVom Rev , George Bourne, of 
N e w York, was fidopted: 

"Whtrea t , tb« esittiof coniifsion of Slavery 
With tbe Christian obarA«s, and tbeadmiMion 

of alavefloiders into^their communion, Mre the 
chief supports of that iniquitous systenTin the 
United States, therefore, 

••Resolved, That it be urgently rccommendcd 
to all Anti-Slavery members of churches, to 
adopt every evangolical method, by which all 
connection with the system of slavery shall for 
ever bo soveredfrom the Christian communities 
to which they belong." 

The resolution was advocated by Rev. 
Mr. Colver, and several other gentlemen. 
T h e following resolution was sulujiitted, 
and afler statements by O w e n Lovejoy, 
of Alton, II., brother of R e v . E . P . L o v e , 
joy, was adopted : 

Resolved, That in the repeated destruction of 
the Alton Observer press, and in the subsequent 
murder of its conductor, the Rev. Elijaii P. 
Lovojoy, we have an appalling demonstration 
of the truth, that slavery, to perpetuate its ex-
istence, will not only sacrifice the rights of its 
immediate victims, but, if need be, the liberties 
and lives of the free. 

The Convention adjourned to mSftLat 2 
o'clock P. M. 

T h e Convention met according to ad-
journment, and was opened with prayer 
by Rev. J. Burt, of Canton. The busi-
ness Committee reported the following 
resolutions: 

Resolved, That wc look on the annexation of 
Texas to our country, as a virtual dissolution 
of the Union, and that there is no more author], 
ty, under the constitution, to annex Texas, with 
her abominations of slavery, than to annex 
Cuba, with her established religion. 

Resolved, That we consider the resolution 
offered by Mr. Patton, of the House of Repre. 
sentfttives, in Congress on the 21sl of Decem-
ber last, and adopted by that budy, as a palpable 
violation of the sacred right of petition, and 
in the name of every freeman of this land, wc 
call for its recicsion. 

Resolved, That we consider it the duty of ail 
our fellow citizens in this state, who would 
establish justice and secure the blessings of 
liberty to themselves and their posterity, to 
support for office such persons and such only, 
as are in favor of doing justice to the oppressed', 
and granting freedom to the enslaved; and 
therefore, in an especial manner, they should 
support for the next Congress, only siich candi. 
dates, as will vote for, and by their influence 
sustain, any petition, bill, resolution or motion 
that has for its object the immediate abolition 
of slavery in the District of Columbia, and the 
slave trade between the states ; and they ought 
to support for the next General Assembly, of 
this state, only such candidates as will vote for 
the repeal of an act in addition to an act on. 
titled "an act, for the admission and settlement 
of inhabitants in towns," except section 4th of 
said a c t ; as are in favor of granting a trial by 
jury to every person claimed as a slave in this 
state : as will vote for the adoption of resolu. 
tions by the General Assembly, declarltg that 
Congress ought immediateljr to abolish Slave, 
ry in the District of Columbia, and the slave 
trade between the states, protesting against the 
resolution, of the House of Representalivos of 
the U. S. adopted on the 21st Dec. last, ivhich 
denies the right of petition,—pretesting against 
the annexation of Texas to the Union,--^nd re-
questing our Senators and Representatives in 
Congress, to urge these subjects upon tJie con. 
sideration of that body :—and as will rote for 
a person to represent this state, in the United 
States Senate, for six years from the fourth day 
of March, 1839, who is in favor of thd una-
bridged freedom of discussion and the right of 
petition, and will urge upon Congress the im. 
mediate abolition of slavery in the District of 
Columbia,and the slave trade between thestates, 
and will oppose the admission or the inner-
ation to the Union, of any slaveholding sa te or 
territory. 

Resolved, That in order to ascertan tbe 
opinions of euch gentlemen as now are, cr may 
be, put in nomination for the offices of Gover-
nor and Lieutenant Governor, of this sta^e, and 
for State Senators, Committees be now appoint-
ed to address them, requesting their opinions 
on such of the above topics, as they may be 
called officially to act upon ; and, that the 
committees cause the correspondence with all 
candidates to be published, in such way as. they 
deem fit. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the 
Oiendi of freedom and the rights of irisn, in 
the several towns in this stale, to ascbrtain 
and make public, the opinions, on the above 
topics, of such candidates as may Ira pot in 
nomination for seats in the House of Represen-
tatives of the next General Assembly. 

On the topics embraced in these lesolu-
tions, an animated debate arose, in which 
Rev . Mcseb . Colver, and E . R . Tyler, 
and Messrs. J. G . Birney, G . W . Benson, 
H . B.^Stant6n,and several other gentltmen 
participated. 

T h e resolutions were unanimously 
adopted, and the Cemrtiittees appointed. 

T h e business Committee report^ the 
following, which, after a brief discussion, 
was adopted unanimously; 

Wheraai, the City Hall in Hartford was let 
at the usual rate, by the proper authorities, for 
the meetings of this Convention, on Wednes-
day, during the day; and whereas, the city 
council, on Wednesday morning, during the 
session of the Convention, did pass a resolution 
denying the Convention the further use of said 
Hall, altera o'clock on Wednesctay, thus break, 
ing their contract; and whereas, said resolu. 
tiun, according to the copy presented to this 
Convention, does not contain any reason for 
such an unwarrantable violation of a covenant 
kept by thiv Convention iti good faith ; and 
whereas, this Convention have reason to be. 
lieve that this course of the majority of the 
city council, was in consequence of the threats 
of a few disorderly and evil disposed persons of 
the city of Hartford—Therefore, 

Resolved, That this Convention lament that 
the public authorities of Hartford have so far 
yielded to the menaces of a few disorderly per-
sons of their city, as to be led by them to do an 
unlawful act in violating a contract into which 
they had voluntarily entered, and the terms of 
which were fully understood,—and to prove 
themselves incompetent or unwil'ing to protect 
their own rights, or those of their fellow-citi. 
zens of this State when assembleo' in their capi. 
tal for lawful and benevolent purposes. 

The following resolutions, after being 
supported by H. B . Stanton, were adopted: 

Resolved, Tha t the threat recently uttered in 
the Senate of the United States, by William 
C. Preston, a Senator from South Carolina, to 
wit—"let an abolitionist come within the bor-
ders of South Carolina; if we can catch him, 
we will try him, and notwithstanding all the 
interference of all the governments on earth, 
including this Federal government, we will 
hang him," brands with disgrace him who made 
it, and the body which tolerated i t ; is insulting 
to the freemen of the North, and illustrates 
the spirit of rufHanism and murder, generated 
by slaveholding. 

Resolved, That the Senators from the North, 
in permitting this throat to pass unrebuked, 
have shown themselves unworthy to be the 
representatives of free and sovereign states, 
because unwilling to maintain unabridged the 
right of free discussion, and to vindicate the 
reputation of a large number of their orderly, 
intelligent, and virtuous fellow-citizens; and 
in the language of the patriotic governor of 
Pennsylvania, have "basely bowed the knee to 
the dark spirit of slavery." 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions 
be forwarded to each Senator in Congress. 

The Convention adjourned to meet at 9 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Friday morning, 9 o'clock. Convention 
met according to adjournment, and was 
opened with prayer by Rev . J. C. Beman, 
of Middletown. 

Rev . E . R. Tyler, from the business 
committee, read an address to the people 
of Connecticut, which was accepted, and 
referred to the Executive Committee of 
the State Anti-Slavery Society, for publi-
cat ion.— See next page.] 

The following resolutions were sustained 
in remarks from Messrs. Colver and Stan-
ton, and passed: 

Resolved, That our tole objects, as abolition. 
i«t$, are, the abolition of slavery, and the resto. 
r-ition to our oppressed colored countrymen, 
both bond and free, of their rights as men and 
American citizens. 

Resolved, That the doctrine of the immedi-
ate abolition of slavery, is but the doctrine of 
immediate repentance of sin; and that for tbe 
removal of the sin of slaveholding we will not 
cease to combine every moral, religious, and 
constitutional means, until chains and whips 
shall cease to torture a brother man apon our 
soil. 

Resolved, That this Convention express their 
gratitude to the colored Congregational Church 
(or the offer of their house for the uso of the 
Convention,—especially as it is the only offer of 
the kind made by any Church of this city. 

Resolved, That our warmest thanka are due 
to Messrs Treat &.Judson, of the '< Temperance 
House," for the readiness with which they have 
granted us the use of their Hall fur our meet-
ings, ailer our illegal ejection by the city autho-
rities from the City H u l , which had been hired 
for the purpose. 

Resolved, That this Convention recommend 
that the friends of liberty and free discussion, 
in this State, lend their support to no newspa. 
pers and periodical publications, from whose 
columns arguments and appeals in behalf of the 
•lave are excluded. 

Resolved, That in the recent death of Dr. Reu-
ben Crandall. in the island of Jamaica, whither 
he bad eiiled bimielf to repair a ooaatitu. 
tien ttDderroioe4 by bis incarceration for niae 
months, during tbe years 1835 snd 1831. in the 

tublic prison of the City of Waehingtoa, solely for 
aving in bis private posseMion anti-slavery 

publications, Conneclieot baa been robbed of a 
valuable citisen, and (be periebing slave, of a 
firm friend; and that i t affords a fireeb instancs 
ofthe unrelenting and •uccessfal attacks of sla* 
very upon tbe libeities and lives of Ibose who 
question its infallibility, aail will not yield to its 
mandates. 

Resolved, That it is earnestly recommended 
to our fellow citizens of Connecticut, who would 
maintain the equal rights of man, to c irculate 
immediately and thoroughly in their respective 
towns, and present the same to the next General 
Assembly, copies of the following petitions: 

1. To the honorable, the General Aeaembly af 
the State of Conneetieut, May Seetion, 1838. 

Tiie undersigned, legal voters of 
in the county of respect-

fully pray your honorable body to immediately 
repeal an act in addition to an act entitled "An 
act for the admission and settlement of inhabi-
tants in towns," except section 4th of said act 

2. To the honorable, the General A»$embly of 
the State of Conneetieut, May Seesion, 1838. 

The undersigned, legal voters of 
in the county of resnect-

fully pray yotir honorable body, immediately to 
pass a law, securing to every human being in 
this State, a TRIAL BV JURY, in all cases where 
his or her liberty is in question. 

3. To the honorable, the General Assembly of 
the State of Conneetieut, May Seaaion, 1838. 

The undersigned, legal voters of 
in the county ot respect-

fully pray your honorable body, to'adopt resolu. 
tions, declaring: 

(1.) Tha t Coneress has the constitutional 
power to abolish slavery, and the slave trade, 
in the District of Columbia. 

(2.) That it has the constitutional power to 
abolish them in the several territories o f t h e 
Union, where they exist. 

(3.) That it his the constitutional power to 
prohibit the slave trade between the several 
States of the Union. 

(4.) That , in regard to all these particulars. 
Congress ought immediately to exercise that 
power. 

We also pray your honorable body, to send a 
copy of said resolutions, to each of the Senators 
and Representatives of this State, in Congress, 
to be by them laid before that body;—to the 
Governors of the several States, to be hy them 
laid before their respective legislatures; and to 
the President of the United States. 

We further pray your honorable body, to re-
quest the Senators and Representatives of this 
State, in Congress, to use thoir utmost influence 
for the immediate abolition of slavery and tl?e 
slave trade in the District of Columbia; and in 
those territories of the Union where they exist ; 
and also, for the immediate prohibition of the 
slave trade between the several States. 

4. To the honorable, the Oentral Astembly of 
the State of Connecticut, May Seeaion, 1838. 

The undersigned, legal voters of 
in the county of would 

call the attention of your honorable body to a 
resolution passed by the House of Representa-
tives of the United States, on the 21st of Dec., 
1837, as follows: 

*' Resolved, That all petitions, memorials, 
and papers touching the abolition of slavery, or 
the buying, selling, or transferring of slaves, in 
any State, District, or Territory of the United 
States, be laid upon the table without being de-
bated, printed, read or referred, and that no 
further action whatever shall bo had thereon." 

Your petitioners regard this resolution as de-
structive of the right of petition—a violation of 
the constitutional guaranty on this subject ,~a 
precedent which, if followed, would lead to the 
overthrow of our government, and the dissolu-
tion of the Union; and they therefore pray your 
honorable body, as the representatives of free-
men, T O P R O T E S T , IN T H E NAME O F 
T H E PEOPLE, A G A I N S T I T ; - t o invoke 
Congress, if in session, immediately to RE-
SCIND it;—and to forward a copy ot your pro-
ceedings on the subject to the Senators and 
Representatives of this State in Congress, to be 
by them laid before that body. 

5. To the honorable, the General Aasembly of 
the State of Conneetieut, May Seaaion, 1838. 

The undersigned, legal voters of 
in the county of respect-

fully pray your honorable body, to protest, with-
out delay, against the annexation of Tsxas to 
this Union;—and to lorward a copy of said 
protest to each ot the Senators and Representa-
tives uf this St'ite, in Congress, to be by them 
laid before that body—to the Governors of the 
several States, to be by them laid before their 
respective legislatures, and to the President of 
the United States. 

We also pray you to request the Senators and 
Representatives of this State, in Congress, to 
use their utmost influence, to prevent the annex-
ation of Texas to this Union. 

Resolved, Tha t it be recommended to the 
WOMEN of this State, to circulate petitions 
immediately, on the above subjects, and send 
them to the next General Assembly. 

At a meeting of the Managers of the Connecti-
cut .\nti-Slavery Society, at Hartford, on the 8d 
day of March, 1838, the following gentlemen were 
chosen an Executive Committee of said Society, 
ibr the envuina year: 

J O H N T . NORTON , Chairman, Farmington. 
H. Cowles, Farmington 
A. F . Williams, do. 
Samuel Demingi do. 
Thos. Cowles, de. 
E . R . Tyler, Middletown, 
J. G. Baldwin, do. 
D. Burgess, Hartford. 
A. Townsend.jr.N Haven 

R. Cowles, do. 
J. C. Lewis, Terryville 
G W Benson, Brooklyn 
P. Canfield, Hartford, 
Silas .\ndrus, do. 
W. Bolles, N. London 
N. Gilbert, Barkham'd 
Harvey Husted, Bristol 



ADDRESS 
OF THE 

Connectlcnt AntUSiarery Convention* 
Held at Hartford, Feb. 38—9, 1838, to the Peo-

ple of the S ate. 
FBLLOW CITIZENS : 

Having assembled in convention for the 
purpose of organizing n State Anti-Slavery 
Society, wo avail ourselves of the opportu. 
nity thus nffbrded, to solicit your co-opera-
tion, with us, in a system of kind, judicious, 
and constitutional' measures, for ihe re-
moval of slavery from our Republic. In 
doing this, we feel that we owe it to you, as 
men accustomed to heed the dictates of rea-
son and conscience, frankly to avow tlie 
principles which actuate us, the object ut 
which we aim, the means and prospccts of 
success, and the solemn considerations 
which call upon us all, to make common 
cause in this momentous enterprise. 

DECLARATION OF SENTIMENTS. 
1. We believe in the inherent sinfulness 

of slavehohling. We believe it invariably 
wrong to transform into an article of prop, 
erty, a rational, immortal being; to make 
him the mere instrument of anotlier, who 
was created to seek his own good and the 
glory of God ; to degrade him to the con-
dition of a thing, who was formed to occupy 
a place in society as a child, a brother, a 
husband, a parent, a neighbor, a citizen ; to 
withhold the knowledge of letters and of the 
word of God, from him, to whom mental 
power and moral purity are the greatest 
wealth and the brightest ornaments; to 
subject to entire dependence on another, 
him, whose faculties and usefulness can 
only be developed by acting for himself, on 
his own responsibility; to enchain him, 
who was created to pursue happiness and 
scatter blessings, in either hemisphere, as 
duty or inclination might prompt him; to 
lash to unrequited toil, him, who was made 
to labor in hope, and be partaker of his 
hope; to make him property, who was or-
dained a proprietor; in a word, to reduce 
the imago of God, tlie redeemed of Jesus 
Christ, to a condition, where purity, inno-
cence, and weakness have no protection ; 
domestic rights and affections, no respect; 
suffering, no relief; justice, no hearing; 
Christian principle, no liberty; the intelli-
gent mind, tio culture; the deathless spirit, 
no Bible. This is slavery. We believe 
it to be a sin in governments to legalize 
such an outrage; a sin for individuals to 
commit it; a sin either to claim the right 
or to covct the power; a sin in itself; a 
sin in all cases; a sin, which circumstances 
cannot destroy. Are we not right ? Have 
not even superannuated slaves a just title 
to themselves; to the protection of law as 
freemen; to such compensation for their 
past services from their masters, or from 
the State, as would raise them above the 
fear of want and dependence on the arbi-
trary will of a selfish master ? Ought not 
the young to be placed under the legal care 
of their parents, or the guardianship of the 
State, that they may be educated for civil 
society, and not for the market ? Is any 
human being so old, so young, or so igno-
rant, that he can innocently be declared the 
absolute property of another ? Is any man 
so wise and just, that he can innocently 
occupy the place of God, become the su-
preme lawgiver and arbitrary sovereign of 
a child of Jehovah, controlling absolutely 
the will of one who was made to obey God 
rather than man ? Never! Due's any 
Christian duubt this fundamental article of 
our creed ? We point him to the Bible. 
Does any deist? We point him to the light 
of nature. Does the atheist ? We point 
even him to that imperishable sense of jus-
tice which instinctively complains of wrong, 
whenever I MYSELF am made a slave. 

2. We believe that slavery ought to be 
immediately abolished. By imnlediate abo-
litiorit we do not mean, turning the slaves 
loose, without employment, without re-
straint. to roam as vagabonds; nor their 
elevation from slavery to the rank of legal 
voters. We mean only» that slavery shall 
at once cease. Immediate abolition, on the 
part of the master, is the instant and prac-
tical recognition of his slaves as men, en-
titled equally with himself, to personal 
ownership, or to natural liberty, restrained 

only by just and impartial law; and on the 
part of the government, it is the immediate 
investment of the slave with the legal own-
ership of his own body and soul; with a ti-
tle, in law, to his wife, to his children, to his 
labor, and to personal liberty. This, we 
believe, is the right of the slave, and the 
duty ol̂  the slavhoTding powers; a very ob-
vious corollary from the inherent and inva-
riable sinfulness of slaveholding. To re-
store to the slaves their stolen rights; to de-
volve on children filial obligations; to in-
vest parents with parental authority; to 
throw around the conjugal relation the pro-
tection of law ; to extend legal security to 
the innocent and defenceless ; to open the 
way to mental and moral improvement, 
to the acquisition of property, to useful-
ness in all tlie departments of Christian 
enterprise; to give to the laborer his hire. 
This is emancipation—and is it not an im-
mediate duty 7 As the act of making one 
man the mere tool of another is a sin in it-
self; as no circumstances can alter its cha-
racter; it is a contradiction in terms, a 
gross absurdity, to pronounce it innocent. 
Nothing can justify sin. To tolerate, as 
a necessary evil, that which is sin now 
and always, is the greatest of all evils; it 
kindles the wrath of God, and provokes his 
judgments ; and, as it is aggravated by in-
dulgence, it inflicts on the sinner, and on all 
who share in his liabilities, the bitterest fruits 
of transgression. To cease at once from 
sin, is the highest possible regard to conse-
quences. The fear of the Lord is the be-
ginning of wisdom. 

3. We believe that slavery should be 
abolished on the «oi7—that the slaves of our 
country should be made its free laborers; 
the natural enemies" of our country, its 
friends and citizens; its sup|)ort and orna-
ment. The nature of man, who is ever won 
by kindness; the history of emancipation, 
which has ever been found conducive to the 
security, peace and prosperity of the Stute; 
the promises of God, which pledge divine 
protection and municipal blessings to the 
nations that fear Him and work righteous-
ness ; evince the practicability and wisdom 
of giving employment to our slaves, as free 
and requited laborers, on their native soil. 
Were their masters disposed to abandon 
slavery and introduce a system of free la-
bor—to pay wages for the cultivation of 
their lands—we doubt not they would 
choose, in preference to any other opera-
tives which could be obtained from the old 
world or the new, those who have been 
trained among them, accustomed as slaves 
to subordination and prompt obedience, 
inured to the climate, versed in the agricul-
ture, manufactures and mechanical arts of 
the country, and familiar with privations 
and hard8hi|)8, eminently fitting them to pro-
duce larger crops than other laborers, and 
at lower wages. Nor would the masters 
alone be benefitted. Here in our country, 
the emancipated slave would have in his 
employer, a friend capable of instructing, of j 
advising, of assisting him; here he could' 
find an immediate demand for his labor; 
here he could support his family, educate ! 
his children, and accumulate property;' 
here the generosity and Christian exertio'ns 
of the entire country, seconding his efforts 
for self-improvement, would rapidly elevate 
him and his race to an equality in know-
ledge, in wealth, in moral excellence, with 
his brethren of a lighter hue; here he could 
rise gradually from that abyss of ignorance 
and vice into which slavery has plunged 
him, and relentlessly holds him, to the en-
joyment with us of all the immunities and 
privileges of a citizen. 

We know the spirit which despises men 
for the color of their skin, and doubts whe-
ther any good thing can come out of Naza-
reth, looks with fearful apprehensions upon 
this probable, though perhaps remote re* 
suit, of emancipation upon the soil. We 
look to it with hope. We believe that a 
natk)n which treats all her citizens, without 
disUnetion of color, with justice and impar. 
tiality, will find these very distinctions a 
source of leeurity and strengtii, by a nice 
adjustment and balance of powers in the 
State, constituting a conservative force 
against the encroachments of despotism on 
the one hand, and anarchy on the other. 

Although the abolition of slavery is not ne-
cessari y an immediate investiture of the 
emancipated slave with all political privi. 
leges, we can look forward to the day when 
these ehall be gladly awarded him by a just 
and magnanimous people; not only without 
alarm, but with pride and joy. A virtuous 
country î  invincible. 

OBJECT. 
Our aim is Ihe entire abrogation of those 

laws which protect a part of our country-
men in makintr merchandize of others; in 
buying and selling the image of God ; in 
sundering, at pleasure, the most tender and 
sacied relations of life; in imbruting the 
immortal mind ; in denying to some the in-
tellectual and moral culture and freedom of 
will, which God designed for nil; in con-
fining innocent men tojail-limits, and work-
ing them without wages; in corrupting the 
morals, <Jegrading the intellect, blighting 
th(! industry, and endangering the peace of 
the wiMile community : an aim no less 
grand and good, than the elevation of our 
bulovcd country, fur above the reproach 
of inconsistency, in basing her national ex-
istence on thu doctrine, that all men are the 
children of one common Father, and by 
him endowed with an equal right to life, to 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 

MEANS. 
We wish to accomplish this object peace-

ably. We dread a servile war, from a re-
gard to the slave and his master, to the 
North and the Soutii; and we shall, there-
fore, shape all our measures for its accom-
plishment with a view to avert so distressing 
a catastrophe. The most prominent means 
on which we rely, are, prayer, truth, n vir-
tuous public sentiment, a humane and just 
treatment ofour people ofcolor, and Federal 
legislation. 

1. Prayer is our main dependence, be-
cause God is our sole dependence. We 
look for success to Him alone. We shall, 
therefore, make it a special object to spread 
such facts before the churches, that the 
slave shall not be forgotten at the hour of 
prayer. 

2. Truth is the sword of tke Spirit—the 
medium through which our prayers for the 
repentance of the slaveholder and his apolo-
gist are to be answered. The invariable 
sinfulness of slavery, the duty and pre-
eminent safety of immediate emancipation, 
the right of the slave to a heritage in the 
land of his birth, the political wisdom of re-
taining him among us, as a constituent part 
of a great and magnanimous nation—on 
the truth and strength of these doctrines we 
rely. Therefore^ we propose to publish 
them, at home and abroad, at the North 
and at the South, from the pulpit and the 
iress, in private conversation and public 
ectures and discussions, until they become 
familiar to every mind. 

3. The power of public sentiment we 
consider a legitimate influence. Hitherto it 
has been deemed an honorable distinction, a 
mark of gentility, a badge of rank, to hold 
slaves. We propose to make it disreputa-
ble. 

4. A humane and just treatment of the 
free people ofcolor among ourselves, would 
do much to destroy the spirit, unmask the 
injustice, and disarm the advocates of sla-
very. No efforts of ours, therefore, will be 
spared to secure for them a trial by jury, 
when their right to liberty is questioned; to 
remove all the civil disabilities under which 
they labor in consequence of their color; 
to introduce them to lucrative and honora-
ble trades and professions, and to inspire 
them with self-respect, and with a desire of 
improvement in all that adorns the charac-
ter, promotes the usefulness, and augments 
the himpiness of man. 

5. Vve also place no small reliance, in 
the enterprise, oo the national government. 
Admitting it to be unconstitutional for Con-
gress to abolish slavei^, within the limits 
of any state; we shall perseveringly de. 
mand the exercise of her acknowledged 
power of abolishing it over the District of 
Columbia, and in the Territories. The 
slave trade, between the States is also, 
fairly ^ d conf^edly , within the scope of 
federal legislation, under that article of 
ti.e Constitution,which empowers Congress 
to regulate commerce between the States, 

as well as with foreign nations, and the 
Indian tribes. The exercise of these 
powers would be a death stroke to slavery 
in the States ; for who could withstand the 
moral power of their country, declaring in 
its highest legislative court, that slavery is 
too bad to be tolerated, that they wha have 

' the power ought to abolish it T W ith what 
1 an awakening peal would the announce-
I ment break on the consciences of thousands 
I at the South ! With what infamy would 
{the act brand the holding of man as an 
j article of property! In some of the States, 
' as Kentucky and Tenne«ssee, nothing is 
I needed, but the loss of reputation, to send 
I slavery reeling lo its grave. The majori-
; ty of voters being non-slaveholders, per. 
I petuate the system, to tlie sacrifice of their 

real interests, to th«! depreciation of all 
rightful property, to the obstruction of all 
improvement m the mechanical arts, in 
general education, ii> public vitrue; because 
they see the possession of slaves gives 
rank and consequence, and therefore it is 
their ambition to become slaveholders. 
Make the practice disreputable ; let the 
action of Congress, the indignant voice of 
the nation, create the impression that sla* 
very is a dying system, more like to tar-
nish than adorn one's reputation ; and who 
will aspire to it ? who will support it ? not 
they surely who have no property invested 
in it; whose pecuniary interests would be 
promotiid by its abolition. Emigrants from 
the free^tates, and foreign countries, would 
then combine their influence with the now 
slaveholding party, already on the ground, 
to undermine and extirpate an institution, 
which disgraces them abroad, and at home 
impoverishes tiieir soil, paralyzes their in-
dustry, con upts their rnurals, and perils 
their lives. The prohibition of the inter-
state slave trade, would also drive several 
of the states to the necessity of abolishing 
slavery, as a prudential measure; some 
for the want oC a markt t for their redun-
dant population, and others for the want 
of laborers, to subdue iheir virgin lands. 
It would, therefurr, be difficult :o overrate 
the importance of these acts of Congress, 
in then* relation to slavery in the States. 
Concurring witii the noble testimony of 
our lather-land, soon to be sustained by the 
acts of all civilizcd nalions, they would 
pierce the heart of every slaveholder with 
a sense of guilt and shame, and force 
many to save thems«jIves from bankruptcy 
by the emancipation of their slaves. 

To render the means available, it is re-
quisite that the delegation of the free states 
in Congress should be sustained by the 
people, in using their influence for the 
immediate abolition of slavery and tho 
slave trade in all cases, where Congress 
has jurisdiction ; and that they should un-
derstand distinctly, the determination of 
their constituents, to cousign to private 
life and political obscurity, all who are 
false to their measures. A sense of duty, 
and a just regard for the honor of our state, 
make us solicitous that Connecticut should 
at once take her position in Congress and 
out of it, as the honest advocate of univer. 
sal liberty and righteousness. This gives 
a political, but happily not a party aspect 
to our enterprise. We call on no friend 
or opponent of the present administration, 
to join another party. All we ask of hini, 
is, that he should use his best endeavors, 
with his party, to secure the nomination of 
candidates for olVice, who approve tho doc-
trine of immediate and unconditional eman-
cipation, and the repeal of all laws, which 
disfranchise men on account of the color 
of their skin. This will satisfy us. We 
intend to offer no candidates of our own 
to the suffrages of the people, but so to 
saturate the public mind with our doctrines 
that no party can elect candidates, who aro 
hostile to our principles and objects. W« 
have lio ambitious ends tp accomplish; no 
political favors to confw. We are still 
attached lo our respective parties, and w i ^ 
not to abandon them; yet we trust we aro 
more attached to the rights of man, to tho 
principles of justice, than to any inlereit 
which now divides the coimlrjr into poltti-
cal organizations. Resistaaoe to the dark 
spirit of slavery, is a duty so important and 
imperative, that we must scatter our votea 



«or support tho candidate of the opposite 
paity, rather than aid in elevating to ofRce, 
the abettor or apologist of oppression. The 
imints at issue between the political parties 
of the duy, ure qu»!stions of mere political 
economy; our object is pre>eminently a 
moral om*, wiiich demands, as a duty, the 
legislation of tho state and nation; and 
me cannut abandon it, without treachery 
to the divine government. • 

PROSPECTS. 
We have GoJ on our side. He is the 

enemy of oppression, the friend of the op-
pressed. Nothing has been wanting, fur 
this half century, lo etFect the peaceable 
removal of slavery, but the supplications 
of good men ; und w<! trust it is not now 
too late lo invoke relief from Him, whose 
ability aad disposition to remove, without 
convulsion or loss, the worst evil of society 
in answer to the prayers of a penitent peo. 
p!c, none but an infidel can doubt. Nor 
will these prayers be restrained. Chris-
trans can no loiigcr forget the slave in the 
midst of the light, which the pulpit and press 
•of the nineteenth century are casting on 
his wrongs and sufierings. The truth of 
our priuciphs fwvors our undertaking. 
The intoleniblc wickedness and impolicy 
o f slavery; the manhood and rights of the 
slave; the safety of immediate emancipation; 

• «re facts of sucti easy demonstration, and of 
such practical value, that our countrymen 
will rapidly and surely embrace them. 

The harmlessness of our measures is 
another source of encouragement. We 
l»ear no hostile weapons. In our constitu-
tions, we declare our tietermination, not to 
CTcite di;?contcnt in the mind of the slave 
—not to aid liitn in thw recovery of his 
liberty by physical force—to employ such 
means only as consist with the constitution 
ofour coutitry and the principles of the 
jgospel. The sincerity of our professions 
cannot long be doubted. We believe the 
conviction is becoming general, that our 
measures are lawful, and attended with 
none of those dangers lo church and state 
which designing men have industriously 
attributed to them. The real enemies of 
slavery, however suspicious or timid, will, 
theiefbrH, soon give in their adherence to 
our cause. 

The gf'neral character of our associates 
Is another ground of confidence. The 
men who hiive embarked with us in this 
i»bor of love, of justice, of patriotism, are, 
for the most part, persons of intelligence, of 
jnoral courage, and inf|.ixible integrity. 
W e can, therefore, rely on our forces. 
They will not fiinch in the hour of trial. 
They will never give up the contest. 

Nor is it a slight source of encourage-
menu that the number of our associates has 
become so great in the face of every spe-
cies of opposition, and in the short space 
of thPie or four years. At the commence-
ment of our enterprise, there were few who 
embraced the doctrines of the American 
Anti-Sliivery Society. Now the number 
cannot fall short of 500,000. Very many 
of them are not yet enrolled in our societies; 
but they have ail boen reasoned into a be-
lief of our sentiments. What then may 
we not expect to accomplish with our aug-
mented and augmenting resources ? 

In this connection it is proper to notice, 
as a ground of hope, some other indications 
of progress in our enterprise. Within the 
last four years, more than twelve hundred 
Anti-Slavery Societies have been organ-
iized ; and about a hundred periodicals, 
have become the vehicles and advocates of 
our sentiments. Public opinion in most 
places has undergone a surprising change. 
Where recently the subject of abolition 
^ u l d not be mentioned, without exciting 
insult, if not outrage; it is now treated 
with forbearance, if not with positive res-
pectand approbation. The topic ofuniver' 
sal conversation, in steam boats, stage 
•coaches, rail road cars, and public houses, 
it every where finds able defenders, and a 
routed enemy. Even at the South, the 
doctrines of this address, have found exten. 
sive favor. Hundreds of slaves, as we are 
credibly informed, have, in consequence, 
been emancipated, to remain as free labor, 
e n , in the land of their nativity. We are 
encouraged by these successes; remem* 

bering by what feeble means, and against 
what formidable opposition, they have been 
achieved. What may we not expect from 
the pulpit and the press, from private und 
public discussion, from popular sentiment 
and believing prayer; when all these influ-
encns are brought to boar with redoubled 
energy against a feebler opposition ? 

The Constitution and laws of the land 
are highly favorable to our success. We 
are not contending for truth against error, 
for right nguinst wrong, in a country 
where freedom of speech nnd of the press 
is restricted. There are express guaran-
ties in the federal constitution and in those 
of the states, of all those powers which we 
wish to employ for the subversion of sla-
very. Nor is it a little cheering, that the 
impotent efforts, which have been made, 
by lawless virlence, to abridge these rights, 
is a virtual confession, that slavery cannot 
survive the application of these constitu-
tional means for its overthrow. 

We are encouraged, indeed, by the ve-
ry question at issue, which is simply this, 
whether slavery or liberty shall perish.— 
While our liberties remain, slavery is ex-
posed to these attacks. We sh&ll not 
cease to charge it with injustice, cruelty, 
pollution, meanness, madness and infamy. 
The monster must die, or we must be 
gagged. But who will gag us ? Who 
dares apply the padlock to our lips ? It 
cannot be done without a violation to the 
constitution, and the laws of God; and the 
constitution cannot be altered, in the nine-
teenth century, by surrendering principles, 
which are at the foundation of liberty, and 
dearer than lile, to the hearts of American 
citizens. Another question is at issue, 
which will commend our cause to the sup-
port of every lover of his country. Shall 
slavery cease by the peaceful operation of 
free discussion,by the generous action of our 
own minds, or shall it issue in that direful 
catastrophe, which otherwise awaits this, 
or some future generation—the catastro-
phe of a servile war, in which the weakness 
of old age, the innocence of infancy, the 
sacredness of womanhood, are no protec-
tion from the arm of the avenger—a war, 
in which the country would sustain an in 
calculable loss of life and treasure ; if 
not, through a righteous dispensation of 
providence, a most signal defeat and over-
throw. The race is not always to the 
swift, nor the battle to the strong. This 
nation, we think, will decide that the fate 
of slavery had better be settled by argu-
ment, than by a servile war. 

The interests of the whole country will 
be promoted by our success. It is not a 
good, which we are seeking to destroy.— 
This the North feels; this the South can be 
made to see. Slavery is the fruitful source 
of sectional jealousies and antipathies ; of 
conflicting interests; of unequal legisla-
tion ; of danger to the republic. The 
friends of liberty are a proscribed party at 
the South ; obliged, in some cases, to flee 
for their lives, from their native soil; in 
others to stand trembling, with a craven 
spirit, and mute lips, where the fiaderal 
constitution guaranties them protection.— 
This system of oppression, which thus 
tramples on the rights of freemen, and 
threatens them with death for uttering their 
thoughts, the country is pledged to main-
tain against any violent attempts of the op-
pressed to recover their liberty; and we know 
not how soon our fathers, brothers and 
sonn, may be called, to slay and to be slain 
among the plantations of the South. 31a. 
very also disgraces us in the eyes of the 
civilized world. We are every where the 
jest of tyrants, and the approbrium of the 
friends of liberty. Many of our own citi-
zens, weary of those incongruities between 
our professions and our practice, which 
slavery introduces, begin to look with tole-
l ance on worse forms of government. In 
addition to these common fruits of slavery, 
which the South shares with us, she suffers 
intolerable evils, to which nothing but hab-
it or a character, which is itself one dread 
effect of the system, could reconcile her for 
a moment. 

We have also the comeience of the 
country with us. The selfishness of the 
human heart—the prostitution of the south. 

ern pulpit—not to mention our own shame 
—have blinded the minds of many to the 
real character of slavery as a sin against 
God. But this blindness cannot last.— 
The truth is with us. The doctrine of 
immediate and unconditional emancipation, 
with its kindred truths, is susceptible of too 
clear a demonstration, to be resisted. Dis-
cussion will make it known and biolieved. 
Its i-eception in the free states, will insure 
its advocacy in every pulpit, periodical and 
book, which alludes lo slavery ; forward it 
by every mail to the southern mind, and 
force it on the attention and convictions of 
the fitly thousand slaveholders who annu-
ally visit the North. 

We are still more firmly persuaded, that 
our expectations are not extravagant, nor 
too sanguine, when we consider the pres. 
ent state of the world. There are plain 
indications, that France, Denmark, and 
other nations, will soon follow tho exam-
ple of [Great B.itain by putting an end to 
slavery in their d o m i n i o n T h e United 
States will speedily be left alone, the last 
spot in the civilized world, soiled by the 
foot of a slaveholder. The literature, the 
policy, the religion of Christendom will 
bt! soon arrayed against us. Can we 
quench the light ? Can we endure the infa-
my ? Can we resist the force, that will 
then come to the rescue of the slave ? 
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C^i translulit sustihet 

A P P E A I . . 

Such, briefly are our sentiments, our ob-
ject,and our means and prospects of success. 
We could not well invite your aid in this 
good work, without giving this brief outline 
of our principles and measures. For the 
truth and propriety of these positions, we 
must refer you to the more labored and 
detailed arguments of British and Ameri-
can abolitionists. Our doctrine and modus 
of ope ration are not novel. They are sanc-
tioned by age and experience. Our object 
all who are not sold to sin, must acknowledge 
to be worthy of support. We, therefore, feel 
ourselves authorized, nay imperiously sum-
moned, to call to the work all our fellow-citi-
znns, without distinction of sex or purty. All 
who can vote, all who can reason, all who can 
testify, all who can pray, may be useful coad-
jutors in this patriotic, humane, and Christian 
enterprise. Shall we in vain solicit your co-
operation 1 Is not this a cause which has pe-
.culiar claims on American citizens'! Can 
you devote your influence to an enterprise 
more becoming your republican and Christian 
professions 1 Is it manly, or wise, or just, to 
make our imperfections in languag.-, or errors 
in judgment, the common faults of human na-
ture, the grounds of determined dissent and 
opposition 1 Can you expect an organization 
against slavery, founded on juster principles, 
conductcd witti more wisdom, p o s s e s s i n g r the 
confidence and support of a greater number of 
men, of all sects and parties, and operating 
with more efiiciencyl Caii any organization 
occupy the same ground, by superseding the 
present associations? Is not the question re-
duced to this: shall the American Anti-Slavery 
Society be sustained, or shall slavery be left 
to work its own cure by the destruction of the 
nation? Who can hesitate which to choose 
between these alternatives 1 We confidently 
appeal to you We would say it witliout of-
fence, yet fearlessly, that duty to God, to your 
country, to the world, to posterity, to your-
selves, as well as to the op|>res8cd, obliges you 
to respond favorably to this call. Delay on 
your part would probably postpone the glorious 
jubilee, when liberty shall be proclanned 
throughout all the land to all the inhabitants; 
and for this delay, with all its dread results of 
crime and misery, you will be justly held re-
sponsible. It is not in the power of man to 
defeat this enterprise. We plant ourselves 
on the promisee of God, and in his strength 
EXPECT the victory. We shall then leave our 
children in a land of freedom; let not ifour 
children, when sharing in the same glorious 
heritage, blush to remember their fathers. 

With pleasure, we present to our readers, the 
proceedings of the Anti-Slavery Convention, re-
cently held in this city ; and which resulted in the 
organization of a State A. S. Society. Connecti-
cut is now fairly in the tield. She stands shoulder 
to shoulder with the other New England States, 
doing battle in the great struggle for the rights of 
man. May she be found worthy of her noble com-
peers ! Vs she is last in the field, let her redeem 
the time by unprecedented devotion to a cause 
worthy of her best energies. I^et her citizens make 
one determined elTort, to break the spell which has 
so long bound them, and" stand forth the cham-
pions, peerless in generous sacritices, for the suffer-
ing and the dumb. It is time that Connecticut 
awoke, put on hei strength, and cotisecrated to 
this work, her immense intellectual and moral re-
sources. The millions of p'undcrcd and bleeding 
slaves demand it—the rights of the free North, 
seized as a sacrifice to appease the insolent and 
despotic South—free discussion struck dumb—the 
freedom of the press entombed with the martyred 
Lovejoy—the right of petition 5trut)!:lcd on the 
floor of Congress—the right of locomotion contra-
band, or purchased by stripes or death—Texas, 
with its execrable population, and its load of inter-
minable slavery, sought to be annexed to the Union, 
lo cripple the prosperity, and overawe the free 
spirit of New Kngland—the per[)ctuity of the 
Union—the overhanging judgments of an avenging 
God—the prccious cause of human freedom, curs-
ed, and staid in its onward career, by our shaniA-
less inconsistency—the glory of tlic Christian faith, 
tarnished by our rank hypocrisy, all, all demand it. 
Will she do it? 

Our Society comes into being under favorable 
auspices, and at »n eveiitful crisis. Shall it s t i^p 
its miage on the State, or be a lil'cless organiza-
tion T This will depend upon the zeal, the liberali-
ty, the self-denial, the faith, of its individual mem-
bers. In one year, with the blessing of God, Con-
necticut may be carried up to the elevated position 
where now stand Mass. and A't. In tho industry, 
intelligence, independence, and virtue of her popu-
lation, she is not behind them. Shall she bo in lier 
devotion to a cause which embodies in it all 
that is generous in humanity, sublime in principle, 
and holy in religion? We will not harbor the 
thought. Let us then, begin the work immediate-
ly, and in earnest. Let petitions to our next Gen-
eral Assembly, as recommended by the Convention, 
be thoroughly circulated in every town in the state ; 
be careful that the opinions of candidates for both 
branches of the legislature, on all those topics, are 
seasonably ascertained and widely c rculated ; let 
county and town societies be organized, auxiliary 
to the state society, in those sections where they do 
not now exist; call county and town meetings for 
discussion, and the adoption of strong resolutions, 
suited for the crisis : obtain the services of able 
lecturers to address the people, and arouse and en-
lighten the public mind; procure and liberally 
scatter the publications of the Ainjcricaii Anti-Sla-
very Society :—establish anti-slavery town libra-
ries ; induce the public press of this state, to speak 
out for the right; furnish funds to the State and 
National societies, liberally and promptly, so that 
they may enlarge their operations ; labor to im|'.rove 
the condition of our free colored fellow citizens, 
and especially to procure the repeal of the disgrace-
ful statute denomhiated " the Black ac t ; " estab-
lish and sustain the monthly conecrt of prayer for 
the slaves, and free people of color ; urge minis-
ters of the gitspel to preach against tho sin of slave-
ry before their people, and ecclesiastical bodies to 
adopt resolutions rebuking it ; and thus, by a un-
ion of faith and works, enlist the ample moral re-
sources of Connecticut in this cause of impartial 
freedom and righteousness. 

F I R S T ANNU.VL MEKTING .—Tho first annual 
meeting of ihc State Society, will be held at NEW 
H A V E N , on Wednesday, the 16th day of May next. 
We hope to sec a large attendance from all sec-
tions of the state. The occasion will be one of pe-
culiar interest. Tho General Assembly will be in 
session, our petitions will be flowing in upon them, 
and very probably, during the meeting, we shall 
have a public hearing, in behalf of the petitioners, 
before committees of the legislature, as has been 
the case in Massachusetts, New York, and other 
states. The meeting will be held the next week 
after tho annual meeting of the parent Society, at 
New York, and the week previous to the Now 
England Convention, at Boston. This will enable 
us to secure the attendance of a large number of 
able and distinguished public speakers, who will 
attend the meeting at New York. Let the A. S. 
Societies appoint Targe delegations, or rather let the 
abolitionists como en masse. 

D7 Be careful that your candidates are question-
e d in s e a s o n , a n d their ans%cera published. L o o k 
well to the Senators, and especially to the Repre-
sentatives. Send no men to the Assembly who 
v îll sell you in the Southern market. If there is 
n6 Committee Hppoiniod to question your candi-
dates, do it youn-r' '! 

FUNDS.—The Slate Society and the Parent 
Society need money to carry forward their opera-
tions. To sustain lectures, print petitions, circu-
late pubUcations, du. 6tc. they must have prompt 
and liberal aid. Pleaae send donations for the 
State Society to D A N I K L B O K O E S S , Eaq. Hartford, 
and for the American Society, to J O H N R A N K I N , 
Esq. No. 8 Cedar-street, New-York City. 

O * We call special attention to the doty of 
petitioning our next General Assembly, as recom-
mended by the Convention. Let petitions, in im-
mense quantities, be rolled in, on all these subjects. 
It is the only course which will secure the object* 
asked for. Let no one shrink from the labw.— 
It muft be done. In no way can we so effectually 
promote our cause. The forms of petitions in this 
paper, may be used. Let them be cwied on to 
sheets of paper, and set in motion WITHOUT 
DELAY. Women should use separate petitions. 

" C H A R T E R O A K . " — A H who understand the 
early history of Connecticut, will discover the ap-
positeness of our title. 

0*A11 communications b regard to the Chartitr 
Oak, shouM be directed to Horace Cowlea, Esq., 
Fannington. 


